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You can also download this assignment from http://askmadscientist.tripod.com

this site also has links to other science sites
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The Bronx Center for Science and Mathematics

                                             1363 Fulton Avenue

                                        Bronx, New York 10456

                    Tele # (718) 992-7089 – Fax # (718) 590-1052
                                       Edward Tom, Principal

Welcome to the Bronx Center for Science and Math.
Living Environment Summer Assignment
All freshmen are expected to complete this summer assignment and hand it in on the first official day of school.  This counts as your first TEST grade.  A 5-point deduction per day will apply for assignments handed in late.  This penalty applies to weekends as well.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((


1.  You are to create a science journal of at least five (5) entries on the topics listed below.

2.  You are to collect information from newspapers, magazines, the internet and any other source to accomplish this task.  (There is a suggested list of “places to find information” included in this packet on page 3)

3.  Follow the format provided on page four (4) to complete your science journal.

4.  All articles must be attached to your journal.

5.  Your name MUST be written on each page of your journal and on each page the articles as well.


1. A Human communicable disease other than HIV/AIDS
· Your summary must include at least:

a. The name of the disease

b. The cause of the disease

c. Symptoms of the disease/ How it effects the body

d. A description of the body system effected by this disease

e. Treatments and cures if any

2. An environmental problem

· Your summary must include at least:

a. The name of the problem

b. The cause(s) of the problem

c. Any attempts to solve the problem

3. Food Contamination
· Your summary must include at least:

a. The name of the pathogen that cause the contamination
b. The symptoms this pathogen causes

c. A description of one specific case of food contamination
4. DNA evidence used in courts

· Your summary must include at least:

a. The name of one type of DNA test that could be admitted in a court case.

b. How the DNA samples are obtained for this test

c. Why this particular test is useful in court cases

5. Any current event in science that happens from June 2007 to September 2007

· Your summary must include at least:

a. A description of the event

b. Why you chose that particular event



1.  Online


· Read articles that have been published.  Services such as “Ask Jeeves”, or “about.com”, etc. are not acceptable.  Many journals do have online versions of the same materials that are available in print.  Some very good services put complete articles online for your access.  The websites of newspapers may be helpful—www.nytimes.com, etc.
· Available through the New York Public Library:  www.nypl.org
· Make sure you are not reading someone’s “opinion”  you are interested in facts!!

· You may also want to do some searches for specific magazine titles, as some of them publish online.  NOTE:  Wikipedia is NOT an acceptable source!
2.  New York Public Libraries: THEY ARE FREE!!!!
· This is a good source for general interest magazines.  Check out recent copies of these and just page through them looking for ideas.

· News Magazines:  Most news magazines have a Science section, often with very interesting topics, since they are geared for everyone to read.

· Examples:
Time, Newsweek, US News and World Reports, Newspapers

· General Science Magazines:  These magazines contain more information than general news periodicals, but are still written for a general audience.

· Examples:
Discover, Popular Science, Science News, Scientific American

3.  Barnes & Noble or Borders:

Take a tour through the bookstore and look at the magazine section as well as the special interest books.  This may be the best place to locate items for the different topics

Summer Assignment:  Format for the Science Journals—(You may type or neatly print your information)
Article Number (circle one):  

1
2
3
4
5


Author(s):  

_____________________________________________________________
Title of Article:  
_____________________________________________________________
Title of Periodical:
_____________________________________________________________
Volume, Number (if applicable):  ________________________________________________

Page(s):

_____________________________________________________________
Publisher:

_____________________________________________________________
Date of Publication:______________________________________________________________
Website (if applicable): __________________________________________________________
Summary  
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((


	Item
	Clearly Evident (10 points)
	Somewhat Evident 

(7 points) 
	Barely Evident

(5 points)
	Missing

(0 points)
	Total Points

	Journal has at least 5 summary pages
	
	
	
	
	

	Articles are from reliable sources
	
	
	
	
	

	Journal format has been followed completely
	
	
	
	
	

	All articles are attached to the journal
	
	
	
	
	

	Name appears on each page of the journal including the articles
	
	
	
	
	

	Summary complete with all details outlined on page 4
	
	
	
	
	

	All topics are included in the journal
	
	
	
	
	

	No Spelling Errors
	
	
	
	
	

	No Grammatical Errors
	
	
	
	
	

	Paragraphs are well organized and well thought out
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