Science in the Media Class Calendar & Syllabus
Ms. Spencer, Assistant Principal of Instruction

Bronx Center for Science and Math

Class websites:  http://askmadscientist.tripod.com
www.nicenet.org
My email: Sspence4@schools.nyc.gov

This course is designed to introduce you to the art of science fiction.  We will be exploring Sci-Fi movies and events beginning in the 1930’s all the way to present day.  Some of the movies that we will watch in class have been deemed science fiction classics.  These films include “The Blob” and “The Fly.”  .  

We will meet twice a week.  This class is an elective class and you will be given a grade for the work done and participation in the class as a whole for each marking period.  You will receive one (1) elective credit upon successful completion of the course.  This elective credit is part of your graduation requirement.  It is your responsibility to catch up with the class if you are absent.  This includes getting notes from your classmates and using this syllabus to make sure that you are up-to-date with all assignments and requirements.  I am a facilitator in this class.  You are the active learner.  You are encouraged to take notes throughout the movies to help you as you write your papers.

You will be expected to participate in class discussions, complete and hand in all written assignments on time, complete any and all reading assignments given ,conduct yourselves appropriately while watching the movies and listening to radio broadcasts and finally, participating in mature class discussions.


I have included a tentative schedule for the class.  Please keep in mind that I reserve the right to adjust the movie schedule as I see fit.  As of now, you have twelve (12) assignments.  Ten (10) of these assignments are written assignments that must be turned in ON TIME for a grade. The other two (2) assignments are reading completion assignments.  Your assessments will include one (1) quiz scheduled for 10/7/08 and the final exit project which is due on 6/10/09.  Late assignments will be penalized 10 points per day late including weekends with no exceptions.  You are allowed to turn in your assignments in hard copy form or in electronic form.  All assignments sent via electronic form must be received on time.  The same late penalties apply.  

This is partly an online course as well.  You will be able to down load documents and upload assignments using the www.nicenet.org website.  You must join this class by adding yourself as a student of this class.  You must have a proper email address.  Proper email addresses usually have some form of your name such as SSpencer @ server.com.  As you prepare to communicate with colleges and universities, you want to stay away from “cute” emails like “sexymama @ server.com” or “Narutofreak @ server.com”  You always want to give the impression that you are serious about your work and a mature individual.  The cute emails are fine as long as you only use them for strictly personal, friend to friend emails and IM’s.  


To joins this class, go to www.nicenet.org and enter the Class Key: A242723S9, then add yourself to the class roster.  This assignment is due on 9/9/09
	#
	Assignment
	Date 

Due

	Immediately
	Add yourself to the class roster.  Go to www.nicenet.org and enter the Class Key: A242723S9, then add yourself to the class roster.  This assignment is due on 9/9/09.  Make sure you are using a proper email address
 
	9/9/09

	1
	Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to compare and contrast “The Fly” and “The Blob” using the elements of a sci-fi movie.   Quiz on “Elements of science fiction on 10/7/08
	10/7/08

	2
	Research and read another Grimm’s Fairytale.  Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to discuss the common themes among “The Raven,” “Rumplestilskin” and the 3rd Grimm Fairytale of your choosing.  Using the author’s style as a guide, describe what you think the Brother’s Grimm is like in terms of personality.
	10/18/08

	3
	After watching “Supersize Me,” write a well organized 2—3 page paper to discuss how this documentary will shape your dinner choices for Thanksgiving and other food choices in general.  Do you think that this documentary really had an affect on the American diet?
	12/2/08

	4
	Complete “The Metamorphosis” reading.  Take notes in your notebook or in the margins.  Most importantly, record any questions you may have about the reading so that we can discuss the answers in class.
	12/9/08

	5
	Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to relate “The Invasion of The Body Snatchers,” “Mimic” and “The Metamorphosis.  Look for commonalities among all three (3) works.
	1/6/09

	6
	Research another “cult film” and write a well organized 2—3 page paper to explain why “The Rocky Horror Picture Show and your choice of “cult film” are considered “cult films”
	1/20/09

	7
	Complete the Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein story.  Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to compare the movie to the book to what you have traditionally thought of Frankenstein.
	2/24/09

	8
	Complete the “Beowulf” reading.  Take notes in your notebook or in the margins.  Most importantly, record any questions you may have about the reading so that we can discuss the answers in class.
	3/3/09

	9
	Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to compare and contrast the Beowulf Movie to the actual Beowulf story
	3/18/09

	10
	Research Count Dracula (yes he was actually a real person). Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to compare the Count Dracula biography to the movie to traditional views of Dracula.
	3/24/09

	11
	Write a well organized 2—3 page paper to discuss common themes in “The Core” and “The Day After Tomorrow.”
	4/21/09

	12
	Write a well organized 1--2 page paper to discuss where you think the crystal skulls cam from.  Use the documentary and other sources to help you write this paper
	5/5/09



	The Exit Project
	In lieu of a final exam, you are to create your own Science Fiction.  You are free to use any type of media to convey your story.  You may write a Sci-Fi short story or work in small groups to create your own Sci-Fi movie or radio broadcast.  You are NOT expected to spend an exorbitant amount of money to complete this project.  You are to use the resources around you.  We will begin planning for this project on 6/3/09 and again on 6/9/09.  Remember, your final project is due on 6/10/09
	6/10/09


	~ September 2008 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1 
Labor Day
	2 
Schools Begins
Introduction to Science in the Media.
Rules & expectations


	3 
Elements of Science Fiction
Elements of Writing


	4 

	5 

	6 


	7 

	8 

	9 
The Blob
Nicenet.org assignment due
	10 
The Blob
	11 

	12 

	13 


	14 

	15 

	16 
The Blob
CAD*
	17 
The Fly
	18 

	19 

	20 


	21 

	22 

	23 
The Fly
	24 
The Fly
CAD
	25 

	26 

	27 


	28 

	29 

	30 
Rosh Hashanah

No School
	
	
	
	


CAD = Completion And Discussion
	~ October 2008 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 
Rosh Hashanah

No School
	2 

	3 

	4 


	5 

	6 

	7 
Discussion of elements Assignment 1 Due
Quiz on Elements
	8 
War of the Worlds 1953
	9 
Yom Kippor

No School
	10 

	11 


	12 

	13 
Columbus Day

Observed

No School
	14 
War of the Worlds 1953

	15 
War of the Worlds 2005
	16 

	17 

	18 


	19 

	20 

	21 
War of the Worlds 2005
	22 
War of the Worlds 2005
CAD
	23 

	24 

	25 


	26 

	27 

	28 
War of the Worlds Radio Broadcast 1938
	29 
War of the worlds (x3)
CAD
	30 

	31 

	


	~ November 2008 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1 


	2 

	3 

	4 
PD day 

No School for Students 
	5 
The Bother’s Grimm Fairytale
“The Raven”
	6 

	7 

	8 


	9 

	10 

	11 
Veteran’s Day

No School
	12 
The Bother’s Grimm Fairytale

“Rumplestilskin”
	13 

	14 

	15 


	16 

	17 

	18 
SuperSize Me
Assignment 2 due
	19 
SuperSize Me
	20 

	21 

	22 
Saturday Academy

	23 

	24 

	25 
SuperSize Me
	26 
SuperSize Me
CAD
	27 
Thanksgiving Recess

No School
	28 
Thanksgiving Recess

No School
	29 


	30 

	
	
	
	
	
	


	~ December 2008 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1 

	2 
The Metamorphosis Reading
Assignment 3 due
	3 
The Metamorphosis Reading


	4 

	5 

	6 
Saturday Academy

	7 

	8 

	9 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers
Assignment 4 due
	10 
Invasion of the Body Snatchers

CAD
	11 

	12 

	13 
Saturday Academy

	14 

	15 

	16 
Mimic
	17 
Mimic
	18 

	19 

	20 
Saturday Academy

	21 

	22 

	23 
Mimic
CAD
	24 
Winter Recess

No School
	25 
Winter Recess

No School
	26 
Winter Recess

No School
	27 


	28 

	29 
Winter Recess

No School
	30 
Winter Recess

No School
	31 
Winter Recess

No School
	
	
	


	~ January 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	1 
Winter Recess

No School
	2 
Winter Recess

No School
	3 


	4 

	5 
Classes Resume

	6 
Intro to Cult Films
Assignment 5 due


	7 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show
	8 

	9 

	10 
Saturday Academy



	11 

	12 

	13 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show
	14 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show
	15 

	16 

	17 


	18 

	19 
Dr. Martin Luther King Day Observed

No School
	20 
The Happening
Assignment 6 due
	21 
The Happening
CAD
	22 

	23 

	24 
Saturday Academy

	25 

	26 

	27 
Regents Week
	28 
Regents Week
	29 
Regents Week
	30 
Regents Week
	31 



	~ February 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 

	2 
Fall Term Ends

No School for Students
	3 
Spring Term Begins
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein
	4 
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein
	5 

	6 

	7 


	8 

	9 

	10 
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein
CAD
	11 
Short Story
Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein
	12 

	13 

	14 


	15 

	16 
Mid—Winter Recess 

No School
	17 
Mid—Winter Recess 

No School
	18 
Mid—Winter Recess 

No School
	19 
Mid—Winter Recess 

No School
	20 
Mid—Winter Recess 

No School
	21 


	22 

	23 

	24 
Beowulf Reading
Assignment 7 due
	25 
Beowulf Reading


	26 

	27 

	28 



	~ March 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 

	2 

	3 
Beowulf
Assignment 8 due
	4 
Beowulf
	5 

	6 

	7 


	8 

	9 

	10 
Beowulf
CAD
	11 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula
	12 

	13 

	14 


	15 

	16 

	17 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula
	18 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula
CAD

Assignment 9 due
	19 

	20 

	21 


	22 

	23 

	24 
The Core
Assignment 10 due
	25 
The Core
	26 

	27 

	28 


	29 

	30 

	31 
The Core
CAD
	
	
	
	


	~ April 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 
The Day After Tomorrow
	2 

	3 

	4 


	5 

	6 

	7 
The Day After Tomorrow
	8 
The Day After Tomorrow
CAD
	9 
Spring Recess

No School
	10 
Spring Recess

No School
	11 


	12 

	13 
Spring Recess

No School
	14 
Spring Recess

No School
	15 
Spring Recess

No School
	16 
Spring Recess

No School
	17 
Spring Recess

No School
	18 


	19 

	20 
School Resumes
	21 
Sci-fi Channel documentary on the Crystal Skulls
Assignment 11 due
	22 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skulls
	23 

	24 

	25 


	26 

	27 

	28 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skulls
	29 
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skulls
CAD
	30 

	
	


	~ May 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	1 

	2

 Saturday Academy



	3 

	4 

	5 
Men In Black
Assignment 12 due
	6 
Men In Black


	7 

	8 

	9

 Saturday Academy



	10 

	11 

	12 
Men In Black

CAD
	13 
ET
	14 

	15 

	16 
Saturday Academy

	17 

	18 

	19 
ET
	20 
ET
CAD
	21 

	22 

	23 


	24 

	25 
Memorial Day observed

No School
	26 
KPax
	27 
KPax
	28 

	29 

	30 
Saturday Academy

	31 

	
	
	
	
	
	


	~ June 2009 ~

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1 

	2 
KPax
CAD
	3 
Final Exit Project check in 

	4 
PD Day

No School for Students


	5 

	6 
Saturday Academy

	7 

	8 

	9 
Final Exit Project check in 

	10 
Final Exit Project DUE 

	11 

	12 

	13 
Saturday Academy

	14 

	15 

	16 
Regents Week
	17 
Regents Week
	18 
Regents Week
	19 
Regents Week
	20 


	21 

	22 
Regents Week
	23 
Regents Week
	24 
Regents Week
	25 
Rating Day

No Regents Exams

No students
	26 
Last day of school
	27 


	28
	29 

	30 
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